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� IPI’s Guide to Sustainable 
Preservation Practices 

� Covers the “why” – but not 
necessarily the “how”

� Potential strategies are known –
but how do you know when to 
use them?

� Is it possible for a self-
motivated institution to 
conduct risk-managed 
sustainability experiments 
without calling in outside 
experts?



� 2013-2017 IMLS National Leadership Grant (Libraries –
Demonstration)

� Goals –to write and demonstrate a sustainable 
preservation methodology that can be used by 
institutions

� Two components:
� Writing – IPI staff, based on field and laboratory 

research and field consulting experience
� Testing – Three field partners to create institutional 

teams to apply methodology with IPI guidance



� “Menu” approach – not 
prescriptive

� Introduction to the 
Process of Optimization

� The “Methodology”
� Documentation
� Data-Gathering
� Data Analysis
� Experimentation and 

Implementation
� Assessment and 

Maintenance
� Energy-Saving Strategies

� 7 common strategies
� References and 

Resources



� Three partners:
� Hagley Museum and Library, 

Wilmington, DE
� Colonial Williamsburg 

Foundation, Williamsburg, 
VA

� Tulane University, New 
Orleans, LA

� Findings –
� Each site approached with 

different goals/priorities, and 
found different benefits –
some with a single approach, 
some with multiple 
strategies.



� Project completion in November 2017
� Likely available to the field in early 2018
� “Binder” format – sections are modular

Thank you!


